
Charmouth Environment Group 

Notes of meeting held on Tuesday 16th September 2025 

Present: Cllr Jane Bremner (Chair), Cllr Julie Leah, Sam Webber, Andrew 

Lightfoot 

Apologies: Katy Tunstall 

1. New planting: it was noted that the large planters were looking 

extremely good. Julie thought that there was a remaining budget of 

£200-250 and agreed to obtain some more bulbs for the large planters. 

The Parish Council’s Facilities Team was to be asked to help rejuvenate 

the smaller planters by adding wood chip. 

2. Cemetery: Andrew had circulated a note setting out how the 

biodiversity of the cemetery might be enhanced. Liaison with the 

allotment holders was suggested, along with Hogchester Farm. Andrew 

was asked to specify costings prior to recirculating the paper and then 

submitting the finalized version to the Parish Council’s Playing Field 

Committee. 

3. Community garden: Julie outlined some ideas for developing a 

community garden based on the old bowling green. Possibilities 

included extending the orchard, creating a wetland area, providing 

seating areas amongst the growing spaces, including herbs and sensory 

plants, flowers and vegetables and a tree nursery. It was agreed that 

local residents should be invited to participate from the outset and 

that a proposal should be submitted to the Parish Council, integrating 

this initiative with the plans to refurbish the adjacent pavilion. A 

comprehensive scheme stood greater chance of attracting grant 

funding. 

4. Low Carbon Dorset: Andrew reported on a visit the previous day by a 

consultant on behalf of Low Carbon Dorset who advised on how the 

Parish Council might reduce its carbon emissions. He suggested that 

installation of solar panels at both The Elms and the Old Cement 

Factory would be financially viable, as would provision of air source 

heat pumps at The Elms. The cost of the solar panels would be saved 

within 4 years and while the return on the air source heat pumps 

would take longer, carbon emissions would be reduced by around 75% 

from the outset. Andrew was to provide a report to the Parish Council 

with these recommendations. 



5. Eco school: Andrew reported that the primary school intended to 

follow the Eco School programme in this academic year. This Group 

would provide contact with the wider community at appropriate times. 

6. River Char: Julie outlined the continuing activities of the Action Group, 

including promotion of a ‘Rights of the river’ charter and more 

monitoring. Pollution levels had been especially high during the 

summer. However, Wessex Water had undertaken some engineering 

work near Newlands bridge designed to reduce the quantity of surface 

run off entering the sewage system. It was accepted that more surface 

water separation was needed elsewhere in the village though there 

had not been any outage during the heavy rains the previous week. 

Also, John Calder was creating ‘leaky dams’ on his farm in order to 

reduce silt run off from cultivated land. 

7. Future Coast Charmouth: Julie had attended a meeting the previous 

week when priorities for spend had been identified as funding a site for 

relocation of the Heritage Coast Centre, improving access to the beach 

and doing more research. Dismay with the slow pace and insufficient 

focus on practical actions was expressed. 

8. Consultations on the draft Dorset Local Plan and Dorset National 

Landscape Management Plan: Julie explained that she was formulating 

responses from the Parish Council based on liaison with a number of 

individuals in the village. The Group expressed deep scepticism about 

the ‘flexible housing’ policy allowing for 152 new houses on the north 

of the village. Julie said that the housing needs survey had identified 30 

local people requiring accommodation and a further 50 from 

elsewhere who cited Charmouth as a preferred location. Andrew 

pointed out some of the conflicts between the draft Local Plan and the 

Dorset National Landscape Management Plan: in particular, the latter 

supported new housing for ‘genuinely local need’. Individuals were 

encouraged to respond to the consultations, the Management Plan by 

22nd September and the Local Plan by 13th October. 

9. Fliers for the Group: Jane was to check on the printing arrangements. 

(Post meeting note: they have been printed and are available for 

circulation.) 

10. Notes of the meeting held on 1st July: agreed and all the action points 

had been followed up, apart from the exploration of a joint newsletter 

with the River Char Action Group. Also, it was agreed to try to engage 
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the Gardening Club with the community garden and cemetery 

initiatives. 

11. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 18th November in The Elms. 

12. Thanks to Sam: Sam was thanked for hosting recent meetings in the 

Bank House Café: she and Franck were wished well for their post-café 

activities. 

 

ACTION POINTS 

Jane:  check on printing of the fliers 

Co-ordinate proposal to the Parish Council for the community garden. 

Julie:  consult River Char Action Group regarding the possibility of a joint    

newsletter. 

Buy bulbs for the planters. 

Draft sketch plan for the community garden 

Share consultation responses on the Local Plan and DNL Management 

Plan 

Andrew:  develop the proposal for enhancing the biodiversity of the 

cemetery, with costings. 

Circulate recommendations from Low Carbon Dorset. 

Circulate fliers. 

All:  respond to the consultations. 

 


