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Q22 Transport: Speed Restrictions and Congestion [VIP]
	
22(a) Do you consider the current speed restrictions to be appropriate on the main roads?

22(b) If not, please be specific in your comments on what improvements you would like to see.




Q22 SUMMARY:  
There were 117 comments.  Of these 78 specifically requested a speed reduction to 20 MPH, with 48 of these requesting a blanket speed reduction throughout the village.  Smaller numbers (within the 78) requested reducing the limit either on the Street or Lower Sea Lane.  The quantitative analysis, however, indicated that 56% (142) of us feel the current speed restrictions on main roads are appropriate, and 35% (87) do not (9% (24) have no strong views). Evidently for those affected, there are strong views that speed limits are too high or not effectively enforced.
Others suggestions to consider included traffic calming, additional signage or greater enforcement of the current speed restrictions. 
[See also Q8 Pollution: Noise]
Comments have been broken down into the following categories:
A) Requesting speed reduction
B) Request for implementation of traffic calming measures [See also Q21 Parking]
C) Additional signage for speed control and to reduce congestion [See also Q20 Transport types on Negative views of certain types of vehicles]
D) General comments about people driving too fast [see also Q23 Mobility]
E) Greater enforcement of existing speed restrictions
A) Requesting Speed Reduction to 20 MPH (78)
48 of these comments were requesting a blanket speed reduction to 20MPH throughout the whole of Charmouth village.
21 suggestions were made to reduce speed to 20MPH specifically on The Street.
9 commented traffic speed on Lower Sea lane should be reduced to 20MPH with such comments as:  
· Speed limit needed 20mph, on Lower Sea Lane because of school, access to beach and many walkers
· A lower speed limit 20mph in Lower Sea Lane. It is used by school children and people 
· drive far too fast
· 20MPH within the village. Coming from Brighton traffic speed was reduced as within most urban areas to 20mph – surprised Charmouth is still 30mph. Worked well in Brighton reducing accidents – despite an initial outcry. With many children and tourists it would seem a necessity
Some suggested reducing the speed limit to 20 MPH during the holiday season.

However a further comment said:
· I note recent research shows lower speed limits 20mph in Manchester have not lead to fewer accidents as previously supposed

B) Request for the implementation of traffic calming measures (13)
6 respondents expressed that speed bumps would help to reduce speed, with 4 of these comments specifically referring to implementation of speed bumps on Lower Sea Lane.
Another commented:
· speed reduction measures on The Street (but not speed humps)

[See also Q21 Parking where an additional four asked for chicane parking – numbers not included here]

C) Additional signage for speed control and to reduce congestion (12)
Installation of speed cameras (3)
Speed indicator signs to be erected at either end of the village (2)
Flashing speed reminders (2)
Preventative signage (1)
· Better noticeboards saying “Welcome to Charmouth. We welcome considerate drivers” [cc from Q15 Tourist Info]

Improved signage is required to stop motor homes and caravans driving through the village (4)

These included:
· Signs at the top of the roundabout directing caravans and motor homes going to Manor Farm and Newlands to continue down the bypass and come into Charmouth at the bottom end of the village to ease traffic congestion on The Street. 
[See also Q20 Transport types on Negative views of certain types of vehicles]

D) People driving too fast (9)
Comments included:
· walking children to and from school is a worry as cars drive too fast

Suggestions included that there:
· should be an imposed speed limit at the top of the hill out of the village; drivers seem to hurtle around that corner and it’s especially dangerous where cars park along the bend
[See also Q23 Mobility]

E) Current speed restrictions need to be enforced (5)
Comments included:
· More police pressure particularly Lower Sea Lane around when parents RACE to pick up their children from school
· Speed limit is okay – it’s the road users who need to adhere to it
· Speed limits are not enforced or abided by

APPENDIX: Q22 NUMERICAL SUMMARY
[image: ]


3

image1.png
22. Do you consider the current speed restrictions to be
appropriate on the main roads?

Definitely yes 26 Definitely no 30
10% 12%

No 57
23%

Yes 116
46%

No strong views 24
9%




