Q31& Q32Additional Housing and Composition– CNP Village Survey Qualitative Analysis


[bookmark: _GoBack]Q31& Q32 Housing: Additional Housing and Composition
Q31The Village should positively attract families with young children by building additional housing for families, or encouraging families to move to Charmouth.
Q 32(a) Do you have an opinion about the current composition or amount of housing in Charmouth?
Q32(b) Please provide additional comments.
Q31 & Q32 SUMMARY
Housing is clearly an important issue for the residents of Charmouth Parish. 
Concerns have been raised about the possible impact due to expansion and maintaining village life. However, a number of others have expressed their general support, some providing caveats, including preventing more holiday and 2nd homes.  
Many respondents made positive comments about affordable housing for young families/young people, some qualifying their points with other aspects.  Although only 16% of the people who completed the survey were in the younger age ranges of 18 - 50, nearly three-quarters of all respondents supported the idea of appropriate and affordable housing for young families, couples, and individuals so they could stay in the village.  [CNP]
[NOTE: Comments made under Q1 Vision(housing) also needs to be considered. Some of the comments on housing made in the Vision section are included here, as denoted by [v]. See also Question 34D for 2nd homes and holiday lets]
This report covers the views expressed on the general need for additional housing and providing new housing aimed specifically for families.
Overall there were 69 comments made and they were broken down into the following sections:-
A) In favour of building more houses for families and young people
B) Generally supportive of more houses with caveats and suggestions
C) Concerns about spoiling the village through building more houses
D) Generally against expansion
E) Not in favour of affordable housing/low cost homes for young families 
F) Care Homes and Sheltered Housing

A) In favour of building more houses for families and young people (23) including:- 
1. General support
2. Negative aspects
3. Mixed ages
There were 23 households overall who commented on the positive aspects, many suggesting that young people, single people and families should be able to stay in the village.  
1. General support (16)
Typical comments were as follows: 
· Some affordable family housing to be provided but small-scale (say 20 houses altogether) [v]
· Would like to see more affordable housing
· More affordable housing to encourage families into the village
· Would like to see more affordable housing in the village.  More younger families
· Lo-cost homes for local people [v]
· More affordable housing so young people can stay in the village
· Need families living here all year round so need affordable housing either rent or shared-equity schemes
· For young to find suitable housing and work otherwise village will die in next 20 years
· Charmouth has an average age on the high side i.e. place for retired people.  It would be beneficial to have younger families in the village to support the local economy, schools etc.
· Village expensive to live in so affordable/social housing – encourage young families & children 
· Build affordable housing for rent for single people and families [v]
2. Negative aspects (5)
Five of the households commented on the negative aspects but, by implication, supported the idea of young families being able to stay in Charmouth.  Typical comments include:
· Too many young people move away to find a job and affordable housing
· Affordability is a major issue for families when it comes to purchasing & renting.  Lack of suitable properties is also an issue
· Young people have left the village and will never afford to return
3. Mixed ages (2)
There were two households that commented on the mix of ages:
· There is a good mix of elderly and families here.  It is a shame that, generally, the bigger the house/bungalow is, the more likely an elderly resident.  Families can be squashed into small houses.
· Appeal to all age groups & range of housing without losing village feel and heritage
B) Generally supportive of additional houses with caveats and suggestions (17)
Suggestions that some more housing was acceptable were made by 4 households; other issues were included in their comments:
· Make land available for modest development.  Think outside the box. Must be low-cost housing
· Have small development of affordable housing but not to spread with expensive homes like Lyme R [v]
· Housing to be developed in next 5 years
· Build affordable homes on land near Axminster roundabout.  Build work/live units for artisans [v][see Q34 Location]
The problem of houses being bought by incomers is an issue and 8 households made comments with a focus on local (Dorset or more local) people, including those who work in Charmouth but are unable to live here.  Typical comments include:
· Low cost housing for buyers with Dorset residence already, very much needed
· Would support idea of new homes providing they are affordable for local people, not for wealthy outsiders.
· Incomers buy the houses pushing out born and bred 
· It’s really important that there be a statutory requirement that more affordable housing should be made available to locals
· Not sure how new-build homes will not simply become 2nd homes.  Their size doesn’t matter. 3 out of 4 ‘Coastguard Cottages’ in Lower Sea Lane are 2nd homes [v]
· I would like to see the development of affordable housing as I work in Charmouth in a major tourist attraction. Previous staff have found it difficult to settle here [v]
[Many opinions were given on issues such as lack of infrastructure and holiday/2nd homes.  Some comments also referred to lack of information about housing so it was difficult for them to express an opinion based on facts.  Typical comments from the Vision section (Q1) are denoted by [v].]
Five households commented on including infrastructure aspects such as parking and the sewage system.  However, some comments were not specific about aspects of infrastructure.  Typical specific comments include:
· Should not build houses for young families unless adequate parking spaces
· A small affordable housing development must also provide enough parking.  Young families so often have 2 cars, particularly if there is a need to travel out of Charmouth to employment.  There is not enough parking here now [v]
· Ensure further housing does not overwhelm infrastructure/sewage etc.  Limit 2nd homes.  Keep housing for permanent residents [v] 

C) Concerns about spoiling the village through building more houses (13) 
Several households were concerned that Charmouth could grow into a town.  Three households made suggestions about Charmouth needing to remain a village and one required more information but was concerned about the ‘feel’ of the village:
· It is a village and should remain so
· You can’t put a pint into a half-pint pot; it is a small village
· No more buildings.  Keep Charmouth as a village, not a town

Nine households made comments which qualified their suggestions by including the character of the village as well as some other issues.  Typical comments included:
· Should not be too much development and spoil the uniqueness of the village
· Lots more building would change the nature of the village
· Little scope for development.  Old property demolished with no respect for impact
· The village does not need any more expensive houses for people to retire to a small village
· There are too many really big, expensive houses and too many which are empty much of the year and can often look unkempt. Stop allowing houses to be knocked down and being replaced by something unsuitable/huge
· Don’t destroy the village with a ghetto of cheap houses and because of the desire of local businesses for money [ v]

D) Generally against expansion (7)
Sevenhouseholds were against expansion (or over-expansion) of the village and some questioned where new housing could be located. Typical opinions, some of which are also in the Vision section denoted by [v] included the following:
· Too many houses already
· No new-build development
· Disagree with small affordable development.  No space without spoiling the village for others.  No infrastructure, Internet, etc. [v]
· Not sure where you could build a small housing development [v]

E) Not in favour of affordable housing/low cost homes for young families (5) 
There were 5 households who stated they disagreed with the idea of affordable/low cost housing for young families.  Some reasons were given for their opinions which included lack of facilities for young children and youths and general comments about the size of the existing village and where any new properties would be located.  Typical comments were:
· Disagree because never going to be sufficient local facilities for youth and toddlers
· Disagree with small affordable development – no space without spoiling the village.  No infrastructure to support it [v]
· Small affordable housing never works and is corrupted by building firms [v]

F) Care Homes and Sheltered Housing (4)
[Note: Over 47% of people completing the survey were older people aged 66 years and older but there were only four comments specifically on housing for older people.]
Two households gave positive suggestions:
· A purpose-built care home would be desirable as opposed to larger house conversions
· Communal living for elderly people
Two households were negative:
· Care homes and sheltered housing need flat sites not proximity to a beach.  Charmouth has limitations so unsuitable.  No care homes.
· No more sheltered housing

APPENDIX: Q31&32 NUMERICAL SUMMARY
· Regarding whether we should attract families with children(Q31) by building more houses, 38% tend to agree, 28% strongly agree, 21% no strong views,10% tend to disagree and 3% strongly disagree.
Most of us feel we need more low cost/affordable housing, as follows:-
· 73% feel we need more low cost/affordable homes (18% have no strong views) (Q32.3)
· 55% feel we need more 1/2 bedroom small houses (33% have no strong views) (Q32.5)
· 47% feel we need more Local Authority/Housing Association/Shared Equity, (36% have no strong views) (Q32.10)  
· Most of us had ‘no strong views’ on whether we need more:
· flats/apartments, bungalows, private rented accommodation, 3/4  bedroom houses, sheltered housing (with warden), retirement housing or care homes 
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